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Meeting the Sexual and Reproductive Health Needs of Vulnerable Youth: A Monitoring and Evaluation Toolkit
General Introduction

IPPF/WHR’s organizational vision for youth is that all young people are able to enjoy their sexual lives free from ill health, unwanted pregnancy, violence and discrimination.  However, youth in especially difficult situations (YEDC), such as youth who live and/or work on the streets, gang members and teenage parents are often at high risk for sexually transmitted infections, HIV and unintended pregnancies as well as a range of broader social and societal disadvantages.  In order to facilitate work with vulnerable youth populations, IPPF/WHR, in collaboration with its member associations, developed “Meeting the Sexual and Reproductive Health Needs of Vulnerable Youth: A Monitoring and Evaluation Toolkit” that contains assessment, evaluation, and planning tools.

This Vulnerable Youth Sexual and Reproductive Health Services toolkit was developed and tested in collaboration with IPPF Member Associations in Bolivia, Guatemala and Peru and can be adapted for any vulnerable youth population.  The kit includes a survey and analysis tools to measure provider and staff attitudes and comfort working with vulnerable youth populations.  The tool kit also includes evaluation tools to assess baseline and endline measures of knowledge, attitudes and behaviors among youth. These instruments have been tested with samples in these three countries and have been useful in collecting data to both inform and evaluate programs as well as to strengthen existing services.  
The Vulnerable Youth Sexual and Reproductive Health Services toolkit is available for download at www.ippfwhr.org/EvalToolkit-VulnerableYouth_en. These tools are meant to be adapted to the local context and, for this reason, are provided as Word documents, which allow for any necessary modifications to meet the needs of the implementing organization.  The tools included are described below:
· The Survey of Vulnerable Young People’s Sexual and Reproductive Health Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices is designed to collect baseline and endline measures of vulnerable youth’s risk and protective behaviors, STI and HIV knowledge and exposure to the implementing organization’s intervention.  This tool allows for sampling and comparison of four different youth risk groups and can be used both to inform program outputs and to assess program effects.  An implementation guide, codebook, answer key and SPSS database are also available to facilitate analysis.
· The Survey of Health Providers and Other Personnel that Work with Vulnerable Youth is designed to assess attitudes and comfort levels of all levels of staff at organizations that serve, or plan to serve, vulnerable youth populations.  It can be used to collect information on staff attitudes and comfort levels with vulnerable youth populations, which can inform staff training as well as supervision strategies.  Additionally, key questions may serve as baseline and endline indicators to assess project outcomes.  An implementation guide, codebook, answer key and SPSS database are also available to facilitate analysis.

The Vulnerable Youth Sexual and Reproductive Health Services toolkit represents an evolving set of instruments.  Upon reviewing and implementing them, we hope that you will share any feedback you have with Shelly Makleff at smakleff@ippfwhr.org.    
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